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ANNUAL PARK DISTRICT MEETING
Please join members of the Sherwood Forest Park District Advisory Committee (SFPDAC) at
the Annual Meeting on Thursday, April 28th at 7:15 PM in Town Hall. The SFPD is an
organization under the Town of Clifton Park that supports parks and common spaces in our
neighborhoods. We want your input to help us with planning, to learn what you think we
are doing right, and where we can make improvements.
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN Dave Dittmer
or current resident

What can I do to help? – That is a question I seem to hear everywhere these days. Following
humanitarian crises around the world, many people have been trying to find ways to make a
difference. In this 2022 issue of the Sherwood Park District newsletter we offer you some
suggestions. While these won’t save the world, stop climate change, or end a war, they can help
you to make a real difference. Our SFPD Advisory Committee can always use more volunteers to
support our neighborhoods – either on the Committee or on sub-teams working on special projects
like playground equipment purchases or landscaping designs. The time and effort burden is not
large, but the impact you can have on local families and our property values is. The Jonesville
Volunteer Fire Department is looking for help keeping our homes safe and all of us supported with
emergency medical care. You can help in this vital mission - see the flyer in this edition. Our
Beautification Day efforts each spring are also great opportunities to make a lasting impact with no
long-term commitment other than a few hours of labor. Please keep looking for ways you can
continue to make a difference.
The Sherwood Forest Park District had another productive year in 2021. We continued to keep our
neighborhoods in good shape despite the weather, home values kept increasing and sales are
brisk, and our Park District funding balance remains in solid shape. The volunteer members of your
Advisory Committee have made great strides in upgrading the “common areas” we manage, and
we have begun to replace some our aging signage. Thanks to Linda Shartzer and other dedicated
volunteers, our expanded Beautification Day projects made an increasingly positive impact.

In the following sections, we will detail some of the work that was accomplished over the past
year, as well as some of the exciting new projects in the works for our Park District. We look
forward to hearing from you on these efforts, whether at our annual meeting, or via email or
phone at any time. The contact information for your neighborhood representatives and the other
Advisory Committee members is in this newsletter. Please let us hear from you!
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Our Community

SHERWOOD FOREST PARK DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 2022
Residents who have volunteered to serve on the Advisory Committee are listed below. Please feel free to communicate your
thoughts and ideas to any member.

Route 146 Area Work and Future Projects
Last year National Grid completed a natural gas line replacement from Rexford to the
intersection of Rt. 146 and Rt. 146A. This included disruptions at the eastern end of Sterling
Heights and changes in the round-about landscaping. Now that that work is done, planning
for the sidewalk to be installed along the north side of Rt. 146 from the round-about to the
Vistas is proceeding. It is anticipated that the sidewalk will follow the path of the recent gas
line excavations to Sterling Heights and be installed in 2023-24. The Advisory Committee
plans to work on the Sterling Heights entry area plantings in conjunction with the sidewalk
project. Another planned improvement in this area is the construction of an additional round
-about at the intersection Tanner Rd and Rt. 146. This is still pending State funding approval,
and could be completed as early as 2024. With the completion of Vistas West last year, the
common areas surrounding that development will begin to be supported by SFPD this year
and the town has the installation of a street light at the residents’ request at the intersection
of Vista Court and Tanner Rd on its work list.
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BUDGET LEAD

Update on Development in our Area
The Parks West Planned Development District (behind the Jonesville Firehouse on Rt. 146A)
has been fully cleared, and utility and landscaping work is in progress. Building construction is
expected to begin in 2022. Road construction and lot clearance has begun on the smaller
development on the west side of Rt. 146A across from Stratford Drive. The first homes should
start going in during 2022. The recently-approved, small development off Tanner Road near
Falcon Ridge is going to be called “Brooke Court”. Land clearance has begun and its nine
houses should begin construction in 2022 or 2023. A connecting trail to Falcon Ridge/Dawson
Lane is also planned. The SFPD will be working with the Clifton Park Trails Committee to
explore options to connect this new trail to the area around The Vistas and Sterling Heights to
provide a new jogging/walking circuit.
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In 1995 the Town Board assigned the following duties to the Park District Advisory Committees; to
regularly assess and monitor recreational issues within the Town, insure all park facilities are open
and useable, to hold regular meetings and communicate with Park District residents concerning
district activities, including budget items. The mission of the Park District Advisory Committee is to
ensure the effective and efficient operation and maintenance of its’ parklands and equipment to the
benefit of the district residents. The Town Board has final review of all park initiatives, but values
park committee input and guidance. There are 11 Park Districts in the Town of Clifton Park. Park
District Committees need volunteers to represent their neighborhood and assist with park projects
and on-going park issues. If you can help or have questions Call the District Committee Chair or the
Town Parks Department at 371-6667.
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Our Park District
Clarified Policy on “Common Area” Work by the Town and SFPD
Last year the SFPD worked with the Town Attorney and the Clifton Park Buildings and
Grounds Department to clarify where the SFPD and its supporting subcontractors and town
employees could use our funds to improve areas with “common” impact. Some portions of
our Park District are owned and maintained by Clifton Park including the tennis court area
in Sherwood Forest. There is no question that the Town can apply its funds with the SFPD
Committee’s guidance in these areas. What is more “gray” is the procedure for areas like
subdivision entryways, trail heads and street corners that impact our neighborhoods’
general appearance. Most of those areas are owned by residents, but serve a general
purpose. In 2021 your Advisory Committee reached an agreement with the Town to allow
the SFPD to apply funds and labor to any area with “common impact” after obtaining the
property owner’s consent. Now that the legal basis is sorted out, we will begin reaching
out to establish these agreements to allow the SFPD to continue to improve our areas using
our cost-effective Town and subcontracted teams.

Vistas Request to Leave our Parks District.
The Vistas has a full-service Homeowners Association (HOA), and they also pay into the
Park District, but receive limited services from us. The new Vistas West will not have a
robust HOA, so they have joined the Park District. The new development behind the
firehouse just north of the new traffic circle will have a full service HOA and the Town is
not adding them to the Park District. Based on these precedents, the SFPD Advisory
Committee has supported a petition from The Vistas residents to pursue getting them
exempted from Park District fees. This petition is still under consideration by the Town
Board.
The Town of Clifton Park offered a Healthy Lawn presentation.
If you were unable to attend, a link to a copy of the presentation
on YouTube is listed below.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=579meV_RFKY
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Budget Update

WE NEED YOU!
Men and Women
16-106 years old

Bob Voelker has continued to manage our annual budget
under the Town’s Building and Grounds Department,
including addressing the debt repayment for the tennis
court repairs. His summary of our financial status is
provided on the following sections.

Explorers 14-20 years of age

2022 Park District Budget and 2021 Expenses
This past September the Sherwood Forest Park District Advisory Committee prepared a
budget for calendar year 2022. The budget was coordinated with the Town Comptroller
and approved by the Town Board. It is funded by a Park District tax levy included in the
Town and County Property Tax Bill you received in January. This article summarizes how
the budget and tax levy were determined. If you would like a copy of the complete budget
report, contact the Advisory Committee Chairman and he will e-mail you one.
The Park District annual budget contains about 20 line items, including mowing and
landscaping expenses, electricity and water charges, Beautification Day outlays and annual
payments on the 20 year bond for the major repairs to the tennis courts completed in
2017. It also tracks changes to our Improvement Fund, which is used to pay for major
improvements or unexpected expenses without requiring a large tax increase. It is funded
by setting aside some money each year. For example, items paid for in this manner have
most recently included playground equipment and landscaping improvements in the
Nottingham Way Park. Actual expenses for 2020 were $26,216, including $2,000 set aside
for the Improvement Fund. These expenses were slightly less than budgeted. In 2021 we
continued to keep expenses within budget, while raising the balance on the Improvement
Fund to $10,261. Final 2021 expenses are estimated to be about $28,000. Actual year end
expenses won’t be available until later this year. The approved budget for 2022 has a tax
levy of $30,343, a two percent increase from 2021. Although there was an increase in the
tax levy, the tax rate was slightly less than in 2021 due primarily to the addition of 32 new
parcels to the Park District, increasing its assessed valuation. The end result is an average
levy of $60.20 per parcel, a reduction of $2.43 from 2021.
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Stop by either station
Wednesday evenings at 6:30
to learn about the opportunities available.
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Possible Pavilion in the Nottingham Way Park

General Work Accomplished in 2021

Jeff Jones has continued to review options for adding a picnic pavilion to the Nottingham
Way Park near the tennis courts. Here is a note from Jeff on this topic:
Hey everyone. I think we all know we live in a wonderful neighborhood that has a great park
(Kinns Rd Park), walkable streets, majestic trees and a family friendly playground. I would
like to explore the possibility of adding to what we have. I would like input on the addition of
a pavilion to the playground area. With the many family get togethers, events held by the
neighborhood and the overall activity, a pavilion would be a great and useful addition. I have
attached drawings of several configurations of a conceptual pavilion. I will be working with
the town to gather cost estimates. I would ask that you email me
at jeffjones73@yahoo.com or call 518 669-0168 with your opinions. Thanks so much. Jeff

Option 1

Option 2

The SFPD continued its effort to keep our neighborhoods beautiful in 2021. The plantings
around the Stratford Drive entryway were replaced this past fall. The five, twenty-year old.
wooden Sherwood Forest entryway signs have begun to rot and require replacement over the
next several years. Last year we were able to replace the two signs at the Nottingham Way
South entryway. The remaining three Sherwood Forest signs will be replaced as soon as funds
are available. The Committee is also looking at other entryway signs in our District for
eventual replacement. We have also had two sub-committees one exploring options to
expand the playground adjacent to the tennis courts and the other to replace the overgrown
shrubs and plantings at the Nottingham Way South entry area now that the sign work is
complete. We are also looking to revitalize the entry area vegetation at the Emerson’s
entryway (Dawson Lane) as some of the evergreen trees are dying. We hope to execute work
in all of these projects during 2022.

Above: New Entrance Sign on Nottingham Way South.
Right: Rear of sign platform re-plastered and new
support beams.
The Park District levy is used to maintain our activity field, two tennis courts,
playground area, benches and picnic table, and surrounding green space in the
Nottingham Way park, the Nottingham Way median and seven subdivision
entrances. It is also used to partially subsidize the upkeep of your cul-de-sacs. The
Park District is also responsible for maintaining the turf on the Nottingham Way
median. In previous years and again this year, some vehicles have been driven on and
across the median, leaving deep ruts and tire tracks in the grass. The damage is
apparent to anyone driving or walking on Nottingham Way. The repair costs
in the spring could be charged to your Park District.

Option 3

Please don’t park or drive on the median, and report those
that do to the Sherriff.
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Beautification Day 2022
The 21st annual Beautification Day will be held
on Saturday, May 14th. If you wish to
participate, talk to your neighbors and get
them involved too. The Park District will
provide up to $175 for plants, shrubs and
supplies. In lieu of the $175 subsidy, you have
the option of having a contractor provide one
to three weed killer and/or fertilizer
applications for your cul-de-sac (dependent on
the area treated). If needed, the Town will
also deliver 5 cubic yards of mulch to your site
at no charge. If you require only a small amount, purchase the mulch by the bag. Please
don’t order more mulch than you need. The Park District is charged $11 a cubic yard for the
mulch. We also pay for delivery. For instructions, see the Application Form in this
Newsletter. If your cul-de-sac has some special needs, such as pruning of trees, removal of
large or overgrown bushes, removal of dead trees, etc., the Park District may be able to
provide some assistance. Contact Linda Shartzer to identify your needs. Depending on the
overall project cost and if you are selected as the area receiving the annual special
attention, you may be required to use all or part of the $175 subsidy to offset any costs.

SHERWOOD FOREST PARK DISTRICT
BEAUTIFICATION DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022
WANT TO SPRUCE UP YOUR NEARBY GREEN

SPACE???
Organize a few neighbors near your island, cul-de-sac or entrance who are willing to
provide some labor this spring on or around Saturday, May 14, 2021
Sherwood Forest P.D. budgets $175 for each island, cul-de-sac and entrance to be used for
items such as plants, grass seed, yard waste bags, etc.
OR In lieu of the $175 subsidy, one to three weed killer and/or fertilizer applications for
your area, dependent on the area treated.
IN ADDITION, 5 cu yd. of mulch CAN be delivered at no cost to you. If you want mulch,
place a stake in the ground where it is to be dumped by Monday, May 9. If you require
only a small amount of mulch, purchase it by the bag using your subsidy.
DEADLINES
• IMMEDIATELY — If you have utilized the weed killer/fertilizer option last year we
assume you will continue with it this year. IF YOU WISH TO DISCONTINUE OR WISH TO
ADD THIS OPTION NOTIFY LINDA SHARTZER (The following areas received chemical
treatments in 2021: Lancashire Ct., Carpenter Way cul-de-sac, Berkshire Drive first
circle, Nottingham Way near #3, Newport Drive, Buckingham Court, Sterling Heights
near #29, and Canterbury Way cul-de-sac)
APRIL 15—Requests for up to $750 subsidy for special needs (see Chairman’s message
in this newsletter)
MAY 1 —Requests for $175 subsidy for plants and supplies and/or mulch

Beautification Day Special Project
Since 2019, the Park District has accepted applications for special, expanded Beautification
Day projects. In 2019 the SFPD approved pruning back a number of large crabapple trees
on Nottingham Way North. In 2020 we chose to support tree trimming on Sheffield Drive,
and increased the budget amount for these projects to $750 each year. Last year we
funded resident efforts to apply ground coverings and mulch to the large Stratford Court
cul-de-sac. The area turned out great! If you wish to apply for this additional funding for
your area in 2022, you must provide your request in writing by April 15th to the
Beautification Day Coordinator, Linda Shartzer (See Beautification Day Flyer). At its late
April meeting the SFPD Advisory Committee will decide which area will get this special
attention this year. If more than one request is received the committee will prioritize
requests based on urgency and other appropriate factors. Don’t miss this opportunity to
make a difference in your neighborhood.

6

TO APPLY
CONTACT LINDA SHARTZER linda.Shartzer@gmail.com or
518 727-5162 with the following information:
YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL ADDRESS
THE LOCATION OF YOUR GREEN SPACE
A DESCRIPTION OF YOUR PROJECT
AN ESTIMATED COST OF MATERIALS
WHETHER YOU WOULD LIKE 5CU. YDS. OF MULCH DELIVERED
You will then receive instructions on the procedure for purchasing supplies was well as a list
of vendors who will accept a Town of Clifton Park purchase order.
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